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Dear friends and fellow pipers, lovers of Celtic music.  

This book begins as we are making our way back to Geneva, Switzerland from Cincinnati, USA. The tunes embrace people, events and places 
from this time period, starting with the jig, “The Wally Dug” written for a friend at our farewell soiree in Cincinnati November 2009. How 
the years have flown by. We have since spent six years in Europe and now almost five again in Cincinnati. Our daughter is looking at 
universities and colleges, my wife at retirement. We’ve experienced political turmoil the likes of which I have never seen. 

My piping HIGHLIGHT over the past decade must be winning the John Cruickshank VC composing contest and John’s wee 6/8 is included 
here. Also, my second place SHASTA piobaireachd, “Salute to Angus MacDonald of The Great Divide” – an amazing Scottish entrepreneur 
who worked for the Hudson Bay Trading Company and married an indigenous woman in what is modern day Montana and Idaho.  This 
volume also includes small dedications to Pipe Majors Paul Selwood, Scots Guards and Alasdair Gillies, Pittsburgh USA both of whom died 
far too young, Captain Walter Barrie, Royal Scots Borderers, Stuart Robertson of the Frankston RSL Pipe Band in Australia, Ralph McArthur 
of The Cape Town Highlanders as well as my good friend, James Houston Macmillan’s dad, James senior.  My “Air For April” is dedicated to 
young April Jones who disappeared aged 5 years old and to the victims of the Sandy Hook massacre in the USA. (see 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7af_PKPVf98&t=8s ) The College of Piping, Glasgow ceased business and Britain voted to leave the EU. 

However, all was not dull and gloom. Craig Sked won the Silver Medal at Oban – the first South African to win a Silver Medal.Craig and his 
champion piper wife, Fiona Manson, now live in Sydney, Australia. St. Laurence O’Toole won Champion of Champions ably aided by another 
South African piper, Gareth Rudolph who is nowadays back in South Africa teaching bagpipes. I was able to be a part of the Geneva Scottish 
Football Club’s Burns Suppers and wrote “The Whisky Monster” jig for Stevie Black. I was able to travel back to Johannesburg in 2017 for 
Chris Mulinder’s 70th birthday and compete at the 100 Guineas ably adjudicated by Bob Worrall, Toronto. There were also festivities at Airth 
Castle for my parents-in-law on their 50th Wedding Anniversary and at Weems Castle, Aberfeldy for the wedding of my good friend, Debi 
Thornton to her hubby Pat Neves. “The Beast fae the East” brought much of Scotland to a standstill in 2018 and I was able to help celebrate 
the opening of “The Tartan Woolly”, a traditional Scottish and Irish clothing store in West Jefferson, North Carolina. I also learned about 
“Lanimer Day” in Lanark where my parents in law live. 

  

 As mentioned in my previous books, I hope that you find many hours of enjoyment from this third small celebration of the "biggest" 
instrument in the world! 

Dave Mason – Cincinnati, USA February 2020 

email: dave@tummelyerwilkies.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7af_PKPVf98&t=8s
mailto:ionasdad@gmail.com
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